quencies at all 10 loci observed suggests that sand-lance among the Pacific coast of Japan are composed of two population groups; northern and southern groups.
The boundary exsists between Iwate and Miyagi Prefecture.
Geographic distribution of these two groups is consistent with that of two groups previously described by morphological studies.
Genetic distance between these groups falls within the values of intraspecific marine teleost populations.
Comparison of genetic similarities and mean heterozygosities among populations suggests that the southern group has a smaller-scale genetic divergence and more homogeneous genetic structure than the northern group. 
